
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Jews of Color - The Controversy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The need to make all Jews, regardless of race or ethnicity, feel welcome in the organized 
Jewish community has recently become an important issue. Jews of Color organizations call 

for equitable representation in Jewish organizations, communal policy making, and the  
distribution of resources. These goals need to be informed by accurate data. 

A 2019 report suggested that “at least 12-15%” of American Jews are Jews of Color.  
 

This presentation will show that this percentage is erroneous. The authors ignored the 
definitive 2013 Pew Research Center finding of 6%. When this was brought forward to the 

organized Jewish community via a column in eJewishPhilanthropy and The Forward, the 
authors (Sheskin and Dashefsky) were attacked as racists.  

This controversy has much to say about the role of social science research in planning  
for the American Jewish community. 

 

A virtual lecture presented by Dr. Ira Sheskin 
 

Director of the Jewish Demography Project of the Sue and Leonard Miller Center for Contemporary 
Judaic Studies and Professor in the Department of Geography and Sustainable Development at the 

University of Miami. Dr. Sheskin has been the Editor (with Arnold Dashefsky) of the American Jewish 
Year Book since 2012. He has completed more than 50 major Jewish community studies for Jewish 

Federations. His publications include about 60 monographs and books and numerous articles . 
 

Tuesday, November 1, 2022 
7:30PM EST 

 

Join Zoom Meeting: 
https://miami.zoom.us/j/92440369884?pwd=NHhZaHFhNThBYUhMVUhQTXc2WHpKZz09  

 

Meeting ID: 924 4036 9884 
Passcode: 220478 

 

Questions? Please contact the Miller Center at ccjs@miami.edu 
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